that reproaches, and also of him that is reproached.
Behold what Saint Augustine says: "There is nothing
so like the Devil's child as he that chideth." Saint
Paul says, too: "The servant of the Lord must not
strive." And though bickering be a sinful thing as
between all kinds of folk, certainly it is most unsuit-
able between a man and his wife; for there is never
rest there. Thereupon Solomon says: "A continual
dropping in a very rainy day, and a contentious
woman, are alike." A man who is in a house, the
roof whereof leaks in many places, though he avoid
the dripping in one place, it finds him in another;
and so fares he who has a chiding wife. If she cannot
scold him in one place, she will scold him in an-
other. And therefore, "Better is a dinner of herbs
where love is, than a stalled ox and hatred there-
with,*' says Solomon. Saint Paul says: "Wives, submit
yourselves unto your husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.
Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against
them." Ad Colossenses, tertio.
After that, let us speak of scorn, which is a wicked
sin; especially when one scorns a man for his good
works. For truly, such scorners are like the foul toad,
which cannot bear to smell the sweet odour of the
vine when it blossoms. These scorners are fellow-
partakers with the Devil; for they rejoice when the
Devil wins and sorrow when he loses. They are ad-
versaries of Jesus Christ; for they hate what He loves,
that is to say, the salvation of souls.
Now will we speak of wicked counsel; for he that
gives wicked counsel is a traitor. For he deceives him
that trusts in him, ut Achitofel ad Absolonem. Never-
theless, his wicked counsel first harms himself. For, as
the wise man says, every false person living has with-
in himself this peculiarity, that he who would harm
another harms first himself. And men should under-
stand that they should take counsel not of false folk,
nor of angry folk, nor of vexatious folk nor of folk
that love too much their own advantage, nor of too
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